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MR. PEARY'S PLAN AND CAPT. SVERDRUP. 

On the 1 2th of January, 1897, Mr. Peary, addressing the Amer- 
ican Geographical Society, presented a project of exploration in the 
Arctic, epitomized by himself in these words: 

The conquest of the North Pole, the complete delimitation of the Greenland Archi- 
pelago, the last of Ihe circumpolar island groups, and the elimination from our maps 
of the unknown area between the 84th parallel and the Pole, are important geographical 
desiderata. This work can be accomplished without risk of life or health. It can be 
done at a comparatively small cost. The time for this work is favorable; the proba- 
bilities of success flattering; the requisite experience and inclination to undertake it 
available. 

The project was submitted to the Council of this Society and 
approved, and in the early spring it was made known by publication 
in the geographical journals of America and Europe. 

In planning this expedition, Mr. Peary undertakes no new enter- 
prise. His explorations in North Greenland, begun in 1886 and 
steadily continued with characteristic energy and tenacity, are to be 
regarded as successive steps towards the attainment of the great 
design, now in process of execution. 

As if by common consent, the explorers and scientists who, 
within the past ten years, have felt themselves drawn to Greenland, 
have refrained from entering upon Mr. Peary's chosen field of activ- 
ity. This is in accordance with a tradition held sacred for three 
centuries. An unwritten law, dictated by the sense of honour and 
by manly sympathy with heroic endeavour, has been instinctively 
obeyed by the explorers who have made the grand record of Arctic 
discovery. 

Capt. Sverdrup, who navigated the Fram on her immortal voyage, 
seems to be an explorer of a different stamp. He proposes, — as 
repeatedly announced for months past by publications of authority, 
such as Petermanns Mitteilungen, the Geographical Journal, the 
Annates de Ge'ographie, the Geographische Zeitschrift, and others, — to 
set out in the summer of 1898 at the same time with Peary, follow- 
ing Peary's route and aims, adopting Peary's methods, utilising 
Peary's experience and necessarily interfering with his resources of 
men and dogs in North Greenland, in order to frustrate the labour 
of ten years and turn to his own advantage, in competition with 
Peary, all that has been accomplished by Peary's skill and fore- 
thought and indomitable courage. 

There is no legal impediment in Capt. Sverdrup's way. He can 
do these things, if he will, and men will remember him as the one 
Arctic voyager whom they would gladly forget. 

December 15, 1897. Geo. C. Hurlbut. 
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